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Annual  Report  ©f  the  fcledical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1025. 

To  the  Town  Council  of  Lymington. 

Gentlemen,  *  v3 

It  is  my  duty  and  pleasure  as  Medical  Officer  of 
health  for  the  Lymington  Urban  District,  to  present 
for  your  consideration  my  Report  for  the  }mar  ended 
December  31st,  1925,  dealing  with  the  vital  statistics  and 
sanitary  condition  of  my  District,  and  I  would  remark 
that  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  particularly  free 
from  notifiable  diseases,  and  uneventful  in  cases  due  to 
defective  sanitary  conditions,  so  that  the  results  are 
extremely  favourable  when  viewed  from  a  hygienic 
standpoint. 

The  District  to  which  my  remarks  apply  occupies 
an  area  of  1,515  acres,  with  a  population  of  4645. 

Deaths. 

Fifty-three  nett,  giving  a  death  rate  of  11.46  per 
1,000  as  compared  with  13.52  during  the  year  1924. 

Births. 

During  the  year  1925  the  nett  births  were  70,  giving 
a  birth  rate  of  15.14  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  17.61 
during  the  j'ear  1924.  Males  33.  Females  37.  The 
births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  17. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  under  one  year  3,  giving  an  Infantile 
Mortality  of  42.95  per  1,000  births  registered,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  64.1  during  the  year  1924. 

Mortality  from  certain  diseases. 

Of  the  deaths  classified  according  to  their  causes,  4 
were  due  to  diseases  of  the  chest,  viz,  Bronchitis  3, 
Pneumonia  1.  Heart  Disease  12.  Cancer  7.  Other 
defined  diseases  12. 


No  deaths  from  Zymotic  or  Specific  Febrile  Diseases. 

New  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified l  during  the 
year  1925. 

Tuberculosis,  3. 
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Facial  Erysipelas,  4. 

Scarlet  Fever,  2. 

An  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  „ Rural 
District  Cuuncil  for  removal  of  cases  to  their  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Physical  Features. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  2,115  acres,  600  acres  of 
which  are  mudland  covered  with  sea  watsr  at  two-thirds 
high  tide.  The  greater  part  of  the  Wwn  is  situated  at  a 
height  of  about  70  feet  above  ordnance  datum  compris¬ 
ing  an  area  of  approximately  1,000  acres,  and  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  4562.  The  remainder  is  low-land,  about  5  to  10 
feet  above  ordnance  datum,  and  almost  entirely  agricul¬ 
tural. 

Subsoil. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  high  land  is  situated  on 
a  gravel  subsoil  wTith  a  covering  of  2  to  6  feet  of  loam, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  the  low-land  is  of  clay,  with  a 
covering  of  loam. 

Chief  Occupations. 

Lymington  is  entirely  free  from  factory  or 
manufacturing  trade  of  any  kind.  The  building  trade  is 
represented  in  its  various  branches,  provision  trades  are 
represented,  five  motor  works,  one  timber  yard,  aud  boat 
building  is  also  carried  on. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Borough  is  supplied  from  two  Artesian  Wells 
ten  inches  in  diameter,  at  a  depth  of  359  feet.  The 
water  in  both  is  from  the  same  source.  The  average 
yield  may  be  said  to  be  260,000  gallons  per  24  hours. 

Average  consumption  in  January  22.2  gallons  per 
head  :  in  June  23.4  gallons  per  head. 

The  supply  to  the  town  has  been  mainly  from  No.  1 
Borehole  This  lias  been  well  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  the  water  being  continuous  and  of  the  best 
quality. 

No.  2  Borehole  is  still  available,  but  the  water  from 
this  source  is  regarded  in  a  general  way  as  a  stand-by. 

During  the  past  12  months,  Pumping  Plant, 
Reservoir  and  Mains  have  been  cleaned  and  thoroughly 
overhauled  and  are  in  good  order. 

Housing. 

Appended  is  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  inspection 
of  dwelling  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year : 

(a)  Total  erected  privately  ...  18 

(b)  Municipal  housing  scheme  ...  36 

1.  Unfit  dwelling-houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of 

-  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  a* A  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  oi  district)  Regulations,  1910  ..  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be 
in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding 
sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  8 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal 

Notices  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  Nil 

Houses  shut  up  by  owner  ...  ...  2 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  1 

By  Local 
owners 


Authority  in  default  of 

...  Nil 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 
in  pursuance  of  declaration  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  Ts il 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  r..  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ..2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  \ 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  [ 
a  view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  1 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  / 
the  dwelling-houses  having  bWn  rendered 
lit. 

*  > 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 
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(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

Cow  Sheds,  Milking  Sheds,  and  Dairies. 

The  whole  of  the  Cow  Sheds  and  Milking  Sheds 
have  been  repaired,  and  are  in  a  sanitary  condition. 
The  Dairies  are  also  in  a  sanitary  and  satisfactory  state. 
Inspection  made  quarterly. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

These  are  inspected  monthly,  and  are  kept  in  a 
cleanly  state. 

Offensive  Trades. 

None  carried  on. 


Shipping. 

No  ships  from  Foreign  Ports,  but  48  visits  were 
made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  local  shipping. 

Workshops,  Factories  and  Bakehouses. 

.  /  \  -  ,  •'  *  * 

These  are  inspected  quarterly,  and  have  been  found 
in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

Destruction  of  Rats. 

Though  no  special  Ratkiller  was  employed  by  the 
Council,  this  matter  has  received  good  attention  by  the 
municipal  staff. 

Matters  would  be  much  helped  if  all  householders 
were  compelled  to  put  their  food  refuse  at  night  into  a 
closed  tin  or  iron  receptacle. 

As  regards  a  resume  of  improvements  made  in  our 
town  during  the  last  five  years,  1  am  unable  to  say  any¬ 
thing  as  I  have  no  available  details. 

F.  H.  MATURIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Town  Council. 
1925. 


